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How to Use this Template
Title Page
· Replace text enclosed in curly brackets { } with your own content.  
· The thesis title should be formatted in Title case (i.e. all the first words and proper nouns should be capitalised).
· Present your name as it appears in your Registration Form. 
· Include the month and year of submission (day is not required).
· The Khulna University (KU) logo provided on the Title Pages has been approved by KU Authority for use in all theses. Other versions of the KU logo will not be accepted. Please do not change the size of the logo.
· Please do not add any other content or change the formatting of the Title Page.
Preliminary Pages
· Do not modify the wording or format of any headings on the preliminary pages.
· Retain all headings in the order provided in this template.
· Replace text enclosed in curly brackets { } with your own content.  
· Delete or replace any instructional text before submitting your thesis.
Thesis Content Pages
· The content pages that follow the preliminary pages are formatted using Microsoft Styles with embedded auto-numbering for chapters and headings. Page numbers have been incorporated to enable the automatic generation of the Table of Contents, as well as lists of tables and figures.
· Following publishing conventions, this template uses Roman numerals for the preliminary pages and Arabic numerals for the main body. Adjust the numbering as required; however, please ensure that the first title page does not display a page number. 
Instructions for Examiner’s Thesis
· For the Examiner’s copies of the theses, do not include the names of Student, Supervisor and Co-supervisor (if any). Also do not include the Acknowledgement section.
· Submit two hardbound copies of the draft. Any images and figures included should be colour-printed on photo paper.




[bookmark: Abstract][bookmark: _bookmark0]Declaration by Author (Do not include in Examiner’s copy)

Start this section on a new page. All theses must include this text verbatim (word-for-word).

This thesis is composed of my original work and contains no material previously published, written by another person, or generated by artificial intelligence (AI), except where clearly referenced and acknowledged either in the main text or the preliminary pages of this thesis. 
In addition, I declared that the findings and conclusions made in this thesis have not been published previously, nor are they pending publication or dissemination in any other form without the explicit agreement of my academic supervisor and the competent authority.




Student name:

Student ID:

Abstract

Start this section on a new page.

The abstract should outline the main approach and findings of the thesis and should normally be between 200-300 words.



Use of Artificial Intelligence

To ensure transparency and uphold academic integrity, please disclose any use of Artificial Intelligence (AI) tools in your research and thesis preparation using the following table:

	AI Tool
	Purpose of Use
	Prompts Used
	Thesis Section

	{Name and version of AI tool}
	{How you specifically used the AI tool, e.g., data analysis, literature review assistance, language editing}
	{Exact prompts or queries you input into the AI tool}
	{Specific chapters or sections affected}



How to complete your AI declaration table:
1. AI Tool: Clearly identify the name and version of each AI tool you used (e.g., ChatGPT 4.0, Grammarly).
2. Purpose of Use: Describe how you used the AI tool in your research or writing process.
3. Prompts Used: Provide the prompts or instructions you gave to the AI tool.
4. Thesis Section: Specify the location in your thesis where you used AI-generated content or assistance.

Example of a Completed AI Declaration Table:
	AI Tool
	Purpose of Use
	Prompts Used
	Thesis Section

	Microsoft Copilot
	Improved clarity
and conciseness of the abstract and introduction sections.
	"Rewrite the following abstract and introduction for greater conciseness and clarity."
	Abstract and Introduction 
(pp. i-24)

	ChatGPT 4.0
	Assisted in brainstorming and refining research questions.
	"Generate research questions related to sustainable urban development."
	Chapter 1: Introduction 
(pp. 3-5)

	Elicit
	Curated and summarised relevant research papers, identifying key themes.
	"Summarise recent studies on sustainable urban development."
	Chapter 2: Literature Review 
(pp. 15-30)

	IBM Watson Studio
	Processed large datasets to recognise patterns and build predictive models.
	N/A (data input and model training)
	Chapter 4: Data Analysis 
(pp. 50-70)

	Grammarly
	Enhanced grammar, style, and academic tone throughout the thesis.
	N/A (automated grammar and style suggestions)
	Entire thesis

	Syntho
	Generated synthetic datasets to address data scarcity and preserve privacy.
	N/A (synthetic data generation)
	Chapter 3: Methodology 
(pp. 35-40)



Additional important considerations:
· You are accountable for all content included in your thesis, including material generated or assisted by AI. Ensure that all AI-generated content is accurate and original.
· Never input sensitive or confidential data into AI tools due to privacy and security risks.
· Do not credit AI tools as authors. Clearly acknowledge their assistance as outlined above.

If AI was not used in your research or thesis preparation, then state “No artificial intelligence used” under this heading. 



Financial Support

If you received any other financial support for your project, you are also required to acknowledge the funding body/bodies in this section.

If no financial support was received then state “No financial support was received to fund this research.”


Research Involving Human or Animal Subjects

All research involving human or animal subjects requires prior ethical review and approval by Research and Innovation Center (RIC) of Khulna University or any other external relevant centres. A copy of the ethics approval letter must be included in the thesis appendix.

If no humans or animals were involved in this research, please state: “No animal or human subjects were included in this research.”



Acknowledgments

Start this section on a new page.

This is a free text section for you to record your gratitude to those who provided academic input and support and non-academic support during your thesis.



Thesis Structure and Formatting Requirements

Thesis Formatting Requirements

Formatting specifications are as follows: 
i) Line spacing for body text should be set at 1.5
ii) Font should be Times New Roman at 12 pt size, and 
iii) All margins should be 20 mm. 

Personal Information

To protect your personal security and privacy, ensure your thesis does not contain any sensitive personal information such as home addresses, or contact details that you do not wish to share publicly. Do not include your supervisor’s name and signature in the Examiner’s copies of your thesis submitted to the discipline prior to your defence. 

Thesis Structure

In general, the main body of your thesis will consist of multiple chapters organised logically and coherently to develop an argument and present research data addressing your research aims. 
· Bibliography or References. References should be included at the end of the thesis, using the APA 7th referencing.
· Appendices. An appendix generally comprises supplementary material that you and your supervisor consider relevant to your thesis, such as data sets, ethics approvals, research surveys or software code. Your thesis may include one or more appendices, as required. Include a separate appendix for each item of supplementary material and the number or letter of each appendix (e.g. Appendix 1, Appendix 2; or Appendix A, Appendix B, and so on) if you include more than one. 

The following pages provide a suggested template with embedded Microsoft Word Styles and auto-numbering to help you format the remainder of your thesis. 
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